The Church House Quilt Lady of Lake Geneva — Not Wht You'd Expect!
By Denise Schultz for The Spirit of Geneva Lakese A006

Quilting is as much a part of American history ppla pie and baseball. For centuries women
have gathered to share the fabrics of their livesthose around them though quiltmaking.
According toBetter Homes and Gardens America’s Heritage Quiliéritten records show that
a quilt top was usually pieced by one person. duiking though, was done either by the
woman who sewed the top, by a professional quitteby a group of friends. By 1800, quilting
bees were an important social activity; all thegetaof a woman'’s life — girlhood, marriage,
child raising and death — were shared with the wooféener community over the quilting
frame.”

Over time as women'’s roles have evolved and weatsde of our homes more, the ability to
commit time to these types of handiwork, and pasmton to the next generations has
somewhat dwindled.

One local quilter who is keeping the tradition alie Amy Myhre, owner of Church House Quilt
Studio in Lake Geneva. Amy, who lives with herlbeusd, three daughters and son in a
refurbished 100-year old church, is that professiguilter who finishes quilts for others. “My
studio is my sanctuary,” she says. “It's inspwaal to do my work in what used to be a church
basement, where the women gathered to preparersuppé¢he congregation.”

The studio is part of the family’s private home asmadot open to the public. Amy meets with
her clients by appointment. She feels honoreddawige a service that is documented as having
been performed for over 200 years. To see thisktgnodern day woman at the local coffee
bar, you'd never believe she is the one who proslgedts that would conjure up a vision of an
adorabile little “blue-haired granny.” With croppleldnde hair, fashionable jeans and a t-shirt
sporting the latest national quilting event, sha etite bundle of amazing talent. “Funky” is
one of her favorite quilting design terms.

“l use a standard Huskvarna machine for constroaifcquilt tops, and an APQS Millennium
Long Arm Machine for the actual quilting,” she say30 some of us those hames mean nothing,
but to those who are in need of quilting servitlesy are the tools of the trade.) When | visited
the studio | was surprised at the size of the limgy machine. “This machine is a quilter’s
dream,” she told me. “It pulls the fabric throutle rollers, which is a huge challenge to avoid
bunching up on a standard machine.”



| asked Amy to tell me about some of the quilts fiishes for her clients. “I get just about
everything!” she replied. “From antique quiltsttlhae found in a grandmother’s attic, to a new
mother’s first-time attempt to make something fer precious new gift.” And she loves them

all, regardless of the level of workmanship. “Samadt shops will only accept certain types of
quilts,” she says. “I love to share in every qri experience. | enjoy learning about the people
behind the fabrics, and | take time to honor te&ries and their lives as best | can.” It's very
evident that unlike the judges who count stitches @analyze technical accuracy of a quilt, for
Myhre it's about the people and the stories beleiach piece.

One of Amy’s favorite quilts was for an expectaotigle who commissioned her to design and
produce a quilt for their first baby. The fatheasvAsian so Amy included a “humility block” to
honor an Asian tradition and pay homage to the oewb heritage.

“Humility blocks are used by other cultures toa;luding the Amish,” she told me. “The block

is of a different color, pattern or fabric, as thgbuo prove there is a mistake or imperfection in
any piece created by us. There is no perfectice@xn something made by the hand of God, or
the higher power.”

Another favorite project was for a couple who wesging a baby from China. They wanted
the entire family to be a part of the new babyfs,Iso they had a quilt made with special pieces
of fabric from each family member. “The husbandwdamant about having some Superman
fabric included,” she said. “It was so touchingdease the reason was that Superman was also
adopted.”

People who give heirloom quilts as a gift are givinpiece of themselves. The heartwarming
stories go on and on. From crafting quilts mad&@ndpa’s old ties, to a college quilt made
from pieces of family shirts, each one has a samiy Myhre is honored to become a part of
them.

“| started sewing when | was just 8 years old,” &hld me. “My mother signed me up for a
class where | was the only child among the othethers who were learning to use their new
sewing machines. She (her mother) told them I'dnhla&ing a pinafore with a zipper and
interfacing, the whole deal — so | could learntladl skills.” She laughs now as she reflects upon
the challenge and is grateful for her “baptism ibg’fwhich has fueled her passion for quilting.

“I first became involved with quilting when | wabaut 19 years old, working at a Laura Ashley
store with a few girls who had previously workedajuilt shop.” Hearing her talk about quilts,
it's obvious that like others, once her enthusidsnithis craft was sparked, the flame has never
dimmed.

Amy didn’t always have the historic and spaciousl&t she has today. She began quilting in a
small house in La Grange, lllinois where she wasirg her four small children. Her father
helped her turn a closet into a work area, withvasestacked high to hold all of her fabrics and
notions. ‘You've come a long way baby’ came to dhas | browsed her expansive work area.



“I think like a lot of people who relocate hererfrdhe Chicago area, | was ready to start a new
stage of my life. I'm following my passion.”

Because of sophisticated equipment, in additidmetatalented skills, Amy finishes quilts for
many other quilters in and around the area. Tog"tf a quilt is the part that is often done by a
mother, grandmother, aunt or friend. This piecefien provided to Amy for the quilting
process and may include any number of steps fraorporating an actual design with the
stitches to adding batting for thickness and warmatid binding the edges.

Other clients have an idea of what they’'d like tedabut have neither the time, the inclination
nor the skills to make their own quilt. In cas&e tthis, Amy is commissioned to design and
produce the entire quilt. She asks clients togohar everything they can about their idea,
incorporating a variety of items from photographsibocuments, clothing and jewelry to
mementos and baubles. “As much as | love the @nars quilts — I'm not known for making
your Grandma’s quilt!” she exclaims with fervor.

On an heirloom quilt honoring her own children Amgluded a copy of her oldest daughter’s
expensive hospital bill. “She was a diva from dag!” she says with a smile.

Reinforcing her “tradition with a twist” slogan, Ans ‘guest book’ from her wedding is a quilt
signed by the guests to preserve a lifelong memdrstill smile when | see it on my banister
and see the words ‘Rock On’,” she reflects. Shajspy to work with other brides, mothers-to-
be and any other creative idea to preserve speaaiories or compliment a décor.

As we discussed the range of quilts from traditia@@aaontemporary, Amish to Asian, | realized
it could be overwhelming for someone to begin tgkimeir first steps into this age old craft.

Amy suggested talking with any number of the exenmelpful shop owners in the area. The
ladies in the local guilds are always happy to shieir knowledge and experience. Guilds are
groups of quilters who gather to share ideas atalaests. The Chocolate City Guild is based in
nearby Burlington and the Rock County Guild in Jailke is a very large group which sponsors
workshops and events, and has so many participatergbers that they break up into specialty
groups, focusing on specific types of quilts likstbric reproduction, appliqué, crazy quilts,
whole cloth and more.

Like any form of art, quilters travel around thengao share their enthusiasm and interest.
Amy was surprised when she recently arrived in BaduKentucky for the International Quilt
Festival. “It was amazing to see people from asv¥eay as Africa and Asia, all sharing the
same love of quilts!” The Midwesterners were sleatht the impact of quilters on the
community, with signs welcoming the quilters fodesiaround. “I can’t believe we stayed in a
fishing cabin 40 miles out of the city — that's hbwg this event is,” Amy told me. Although she
normally prefers to work with cotton fabrics, shlmultn’t resist purchasing some special silks at
the show. “I can’t order fabrics online or throujle mail,” she says. “I need to see it, touch it,
feel it, and once | felt those silks, | had to h#wem.” Myhre does not stick to one of the many
popular quilting styles; she prefers to focus anpkople and the stories behind her quilts, and
the style is secondary and actually comes quiterakhy.



What's next for this talented entrepreneur, wifetiner of four, and part-time sales
manager/event planner? “We’ll see...” she says. bdayne day people from around the world
will drive into Lake Geneva, Wisconsin and see siliike the ones in Paducah that say “Don’t
get in a stitch, we’ll take care of you withoutitch...” For now, you can contact Church House
Quilt Studios by visiting online atwww.churchhousequilts.cowr calling (262) 325-0277.




